ne

GUE/NGL

Gauche Unitaire Européenne/Gauche Verte Nordique
European United Left/Nordic Green Left

Groupe Parlementaire - Parliamentary Group
PARLEMENT EUROPEEN - EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Declaration on Venezuela by the GUE/NGL Group in
the European Parliament

The European United Left/Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL) Group in the European Parliament
reaffirms its support for the people of Venezuela, their ingtitutions and their government in the
face of attempts at destabilisation made by the same coalition which directed the failed coup
d'etat in April against the government of Mr. Chavez.

The "crime" of this government is to have blocked the privatisation of oil company PDV SA, the
largest company in Latin America and the world's fifth largest oil exporter, which provides 15%
of US imports. The Chavez government wants also to devote more resources from the oil
industry to programmes for development and fighting poverty.

The GUE/NGL Group condemns the recent acts of violence and intimidation carried out by the
opposition, in particular, the destruction on 6 December of the MVR headquarters, close to Mr.
Chavez, the sabotage of vital elements of the oil production chain, the destruction of dairy
trucks and buses, and the acts of violence committed, in particular, those carried out by bands of
motorcyclists who are attacking tradesmen and contractors who do not want to back the general
strike, etc.

The GUE/NGL Group launches an appeal to he European media to give coverage to the
immense popular support for the current government and for the democratic, economic and

social reforms that it has carried out.
The GUE/NGL Group asks the European authorities not to support or recognise, in whatever

form it takes, the movement which is trying to topple the government. It appeals to European
companies present in Venezuela not to participate in this movement.

Brussals, 11 December 2002



